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Shout out from Mrs. Sammarco 

Spring has Sprung! The students were very busy this week in 1214. As one March Madness Tournament started another one ended. They finished our tournament of books on Friday. 
Check out my classroom website to see which book won the “Tournament of Books.”  

There is not a homework packet for overbreak but I would still like the students to practice math and reading. A log was sent home on Friday with your student, When we get back 
from break a packet will be sent home with your second grader providing details on how we are altering the way in which phonics is being assessed. Our hope is that the new 
additions will hold the students a little more accountable and reinforce the fundamental writing words. 

I hope you all have a relaxing and fun Spring Break! Safe travels to those that are venturing away from Wheaton. 

~Mrs. Sammarco  

What we did in 1214 with week: 

Language Arts:  

Summarizing was our reading comprehension focus for this week. After reading various stories, we used the Somebody, Wanted, But, So, Then 
strategy to help think through and identify the key components to the story.  

- Somebody (Who was the main character?) 
- Wanted (What did the main character want?   
- But (What was the problem?),  
- So (How was the problem solved?)  
- Then (What was the resolution or outcome?)   

The students were hard at work editing and adding to their opinion papers while learning about audience and opposing viewpoints.  there was an 
essential question that helped drive the writing process. The essential questions were:  

- What types of leads are most likely to hook a reader? 
- How can writers support their opinion? Considering audience, considering opposing opinion and using examples 

Read Aloud- Obi-Gerbil on the Loose 

Phonics- Contractions- a shorter way to make a word by replacing one or more letters with an apostrophe.    

Star Student- Miguel  

Math:  

This week’s learning target was:  

- I can solve subtraction problems within 200 using different strategies.  

Please continue to work on subtraction fact fluency with your student. It is imperative for them to know how to solve simple subtraction 
equations quickly, this will help when they have to solve larger, more complex problems.  

Science:  

The students completed two science investigations this week. The first one focused on determining the insulating and conducting properties of 
different materials that would be best for oven mitts. This helped answer the question “Can you really fry on an egg on the sidewalk?” The 
second investigation helped the students understand why toys are made out of plastic. The students worked with a partner to test the 
properties of different candies when they are melted.  

 

Looking Ahead: 

March 25- March 31- 
Spring Break 

April 19- Good Friday, No 
School 

March Madness- 
Tournament of 

Books: 

On Friday, the students 
voted for the top 
book for the 2018-2019 
school year. Check out 
my classroom website 
to see which book 
“won.” 


